MINUTES

BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION BOARD MEETING    

8 February 2024 at 5:00 PM

Board Members in Attendance: Myesha Good, Michele Crochetiere, Kevin Evans and Chad Word

Staff Present: Milton Kidd, Tesha Green, Ann Bolen, Crystal Danley-Bridges, Philbert Smith, Heather James and Malcolm Unvala

Mrs. Good called the meeting to order at 5:00PM.

Approval of Agenda

Mrs. Good requested a motion to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Crochetiere made the motion and Mr. Evans seconded.  The agenda was approved unopposed.

Approval of Minutes from 11 January Monthly Board Meeting

Mrs. Good requested a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Evans made a motion and Mrs. Crochetiere seconded.

Citizen Comment

Mrs. Bachtel was informed she had three minutes to address the board. 

Mrs. Bachtel began by expressing concerns regarding the Courthouse’s ability to host early voting, citing parking and security arrangements.  She thanked Mr. Philbert Smith for allowing her to view Logic and Accuracy Testing for the February Election, noting that the current equipment allocation requires a new facility for Elections, citing space requirements and security arrangements.  She concluded by expressing her thanks to the Elections Board and staff.

Felon Hearings

Mrs. Green explained that there were no felon hearings.

Office Operations 

Mr. Kidd explained that the office has been actively preparing for the February 13 Special Election for GA Senate District 30 that was called on January 5.  He explained that Early Voting began on January 22nd and ends on February 9.

Mrs. James announced that a total of 46 absentee ballots have been mailed out for the February Election and 155 ballots have been requested for the March 12, 2024 Presidential Preference Primary.

Mr. Smith explained that Logic and Accuracy testing for the March 12, 2024 Presidential Primary began on January 29th.  

Mrs. Green announced that training for the March 12, 2024 Election Workers will begin on February 26 through March 2 at the Murray Building on Bill Arp Rd.

Mrs. Swift introduced herself to the board, explaining she serves as a voter outreach coordinator.  She explained that they held a Q&A session regarding elections at Dog River Library as well as at the Douglas County Public Library and that further events are scheduled throughout the year, noting that another event will be held on Valentine’s Day at Lithia Springs Library.  

Mr. Unvala explained that there are 10 precincts associated with this February 13, 2024, Special Election; Mirror Lake Elementary, Winston Elementary, Golden Methodist,
Stewart Middle, Ephesus Baptist Church, Dog River Library, Bright Star Church, Dorsett Shoals, Pray’s Mill, and portions of St. Julians.

Mr. Kidd announced that the office is still awaiting notice from political parties of their locations and available hours for Qualifying, explaining that Qualifying is the week of March 4.

Mrs. Danley-Bridges read the following notice from the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission, received on January 16, 2024:

The Georgia Soil & Water Conservation Commission, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§2-6-23,
2-6-27 , 2-6-29, 2-6-30, and 2-6-31, and also pursuant to its Rule 600-9, is charged with the responsibility for oversight of elections for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors. As the qualified Election Superintendent in your county, the Commission requests your assistance in holding a Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor election on the General Ballot on November 5, 2024.
This election should be conducted, as far as is practicable, in the manner of any other nonpartisan election in accordance with Title 21 of the Georgia Election Code. Since Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors are considered non-partisan, any candidates for the office will qualify during the non-partisan qualifying period, March 4-8, 2024. However, this race should be included in the General Election only (it should not be considered part of the Primary/Non-Partisan Election races.)
Enclosed you will find two originals of an agreement which details the responsibilities of the Election Superintendent and the Commission, as specified by the Commission in Rule 600-9.
Due to the current changes in the 2024 state elections timeline , and in order for the Commission to begin work on this election, we are asking that you review, sign, and return one copy of said agreement no later than February 16, 2024.
The Commission genuinely appreciates your assistance in holding Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor elections, and we are happy to answer any questions you might have. Please contact Karen Bruce at 706-552-4470 or karen.bruce@gaswcc.ga.gov for additional information.

Mr. Kidd requested a vote to accept this call for an election.  

Mrs. Good requested a motion to issue a call for this election.  Mr. Evans made the motion and Mr. Word seconded.  The Board accepted the call for this election for Water and Soil Conservation Commissioner.

Mrs. Good asked Mr. Smith for additional equipment requested from the Secretary of State’s office.

Mr. Smith explained that the office has requested 34 additional BMDs and 17 tabulators.  Mr. Smith noted that preparing two separate elections nearly simultaneously places a strain on current equipment allocation.

Mrs. Crochetiere requested a quick explanation on how a potential runoff from the February 13 Special Election will be held in conjunction with the March 12 Primary.

Mr. Kidd explained that because of the short notice regarding timing, it would be held at the same time, but separate equipment will need to be used at the same location and staff will have to direct voters.  He noted that best practices will be established once a runoff is identified after election day.

Mrs. Crochetiere asked if anyone in the Douglas County community requested an outreach event, whether they could reach out to Mrs. Swift directly.

Mr. Kidd explained that requests can be facilitated through the department’s website.

Mrs. Crochetiere requested clarification regarding qualifying for the political parties.

Mr. Kidd explained that the County establishes qualifying fees which have been published and disseminated throughout the county.  He noted that both parties have been given notices and explanations regarding requirements and procedures but notes that the ultimate responsibility falls on the parties.  At the end of qualifying, the Elections office notifies the Secretary of State’s office through GARVIS.

Mr. Word requested an update regarding the redistricting process undertaken by the County.

Mr. Kidd explained that the process is largely completed, however voters in the 30th Senate District cannot be moved until the February 13 Special Election and any associated runoff has concluded.  This is tied to the voter file used in the election.

Old Business

There was no Old Business to discuss.
	
New Business
	
There was no New Business to discuss.

Director’s Concerns

Mr. Kidd explained that for the rest of the year, the election schedule includes satellite Early Voting locations.  He advises the public to determine which location may be more convenient for them.  He noted that the Douglas County Courthouse is back to its full operational capacity for the first time in several years and that various governmental and administrative functions occur at this location.  He noted that additional signage will be posted notifying the public of all alternate locations.

Mr. Kidd noted that the elections office stresses the fact that the candidates and election officials are solely responsible for understanding election law as it relates to their mandated reporting requirements.  He explained that the office cannot offer legal advice on what paperwork should be filed or assist in determining if paperwork is filled out correctly and all questions regarding any ethics filings should be redirected to the State’s Ethics Division which can be reached at ethics.ga.gov.

Mr. Kidd explained that alternative locations are still being explored to relocate the Elections Department.  He noted the strain his office puts on the Douglas County Courthouse and his space requirements, particularly during a busy election year.

Mrs. Good requested a motion for the Board to support Mr. Kidd’s continued efforts to explore relocation efforts.  Mr. Evans made the motion and Mr. Word seconded, requesting efforts to compile a study and comparison to other counties.

Board Member Concerns

There were no Board Member Concerns.

Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:47pm.
	
Next Regular Board Meeting – Thursday, 14 March, 2024 at 5:00pm

