
BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES    

9 May 2024 at 5:00 PM

Board members in attendance: Myesha Good, Maurice Hurry, Michele Crochetiere, Kevin Evans, and Chad Word

Staff in attendance: Milton Kidd, Tesha Green, Philbert Smith and Malcolm Unvala

Legal counsel in attendance: Leslie Suson


Approval of Agenda

Mrs. Good requested a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Hurry made the motion, Mr. Evans seconded.  The agenda was approved unopposed

Approval of Minutes for 11 April 2024 Monthly Board Meeting

Mrs. Good requested a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Hurry made the motion, Mr. Evans seconded.  The minutes were approved unopposed.

Citizen Comment

There were no citizen comments


Felon Hearings


There were no felon hearings to report


Office Operations Report

Mrs. Green explained that the Douglas County Board of Elections held several voter outreach events in April at the Woodie Fite Senior Center on 16 April, the Health Fair at the Cultural Center in Atlanta on 20 April, Mountain Top Baptist Church on 21 April and at Town Green Park on 25 April.  

Mr. Smith announced that Logic and Accuracy Testing began on Friday, 12 April and was completed in time for the monthly board meeting.  

Mr. Unvala informed the board that Early Voting for the 21 May General Primary began on 29 April and would continue until 17 May at all Douglas County early voting locations.

Mr. Unvala announced that 180 mail ballots have been returned out of the nearly 700 mailed out.  He noted that the deadline to request an absentee by mail ballot is 10 May and that early processing would begin on 11 May.

Mrs. Green explained that Poll Worker training would be completed by the following week.

Old Business

Mr. Kidd explained to the Board of Elections that office staff met with the Secretary’s of State’s Election Director, Blake Evans and KnowInk’s Georgia liaison, David Greenwalt regarding the Poll Pads and issues experienced throughout 2024.

Mr. Unvala noted that testing procedures were outlined to be used moving forward in order to ensure that ballot styles are correctly assigned to voters.  He noted that the features and functions of the poll pads have been evolving since their implementation.

Mr. Smith explained that the hardware components were discussed as well, particularly concerning the encoders and their vulnerabilities to physical damage.  He noted that no solution was offered by KnowInk.

Mr. Evans noted that he was displeased to not have been party to this discussion with the Secretary of State and KnowInk.

Mr. Hurry explained that the Board of Commissioners should be made aware of the extra costs for the equipment as components need replacement.

Mr. Word asked if KnowInk was able to provide a copy of their contract with the Secretary of State’s office, including promised deliverables.

Mr. Kidd explained that they did not provide any copy of the contract.

Mrs. Suson provided an update regarding the matter concerning Christina Peterson and Valerie Vie.  She explained that the court did not find any issue or concern with how the Board of Elections handled the candidate challenge.

New Business

Mr. Kidd explained that Bright Star Methodist Church would no longer be a polling place after the May election and subsequent runoff if required.  While he noted that few specifics were offered, the church’s future is in question regarding their finances.  Once a replacement location is found, this will be presented before the board and all affected voters will be issued a new precinct card.

Mr. Kidd explained that new election law requires new, watermarked ballot paper to be used during elections. He explained that prior to 2024, Douglas County had procured 100,000 sheets of ballot paper that is no longer able to be used and the office is currently exploring options for reimbursement.  

Mrs. Good requested an update regarding incumbency concerns for certain candidates.

Mr. Kidd explained that there were two races concerning this issue, noting that the office received conflicting advise regarding the county chair race.  By the time the board was advised that Romona Jackson-Jones should have her incumbency reflected on the ballot, the ballots had already been built by the Secretary of State.  Regarding the District 2 race, ballots had already been built before the certification of the April runoff.  He explained that supplemental signage was posted at all polling locations and included in absentee ballot packages.

Mr. Kidd advised the board to schedule the certification of the May election for Tuesday, 28 May as the preceding holiday will affect the certification timeframe.

Mrs. Good announced that certification for the 21 May Primary will be on Tuesday, 28 May at 5:30PM.  
Director’s Concerns

There were no Director’s Concerns
	
Board Member Concerns

There were no Board member Concerns.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:49PM
	

